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Message

Vedas are the earliest and richest trealise of the entice worlkd. These are
realized lore by the =eers, so are fully authentic, sall-evident, repositaries of
all kinds of leaming, Due o o=/ tradition these Yadss assumed inpumerable
forms. In these the Rigveda was embsllished with 21 branches during 2™
century B. C. Prof Max Muller published its ons: bramch !:'ITrlEff?al In &
volumes from 18643 0 73 from Oxford, London under the patrenage of
Cussn Victora, other branches remained untraceshis.

A D, Singh, a swdent of this university was viery forunate in procuring 63
MSS comprising of nesrly 12000pp in 1968 preserved =1 Alwer Paelace
library{Rejasthan) of its 2 brenches = MW and WTErSs.

He eodited WETUS which was published by H2® wadof ofige Az
uidsaE, 4 I 4 volurmes in 2092-13. Again he presented a oriticsl and
compamtive shudy of 4 branches of this Rigveda and BHU has admitied his
thesis for ithe award of DLIN degree |n Sanskril

Now It I matter of great pleasure that & Fweey W T T4
feaREawg i publishing this thesis and this will be the most commendsable
significant contribution o the hstory af Vedic LHeralure afier Prof. Mas
Multer, as for the first time the nature and contents of four branches have
been presented here.
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They (Vedas) are the oldest books i the library of
mankind...... The oldest literary monument of the Indo-European
world,

In the History of the World, the Veda fills 4 gap which no lit-
erary work in any other language could file.

Preface Rgvedu, Oct. 1849,

I maintain, then. that for a study of man, or. if you like, fora
study of Aryan humanity. there is nothing in the world equal in im-
portance with the Veda, I maintain that everybody who cares for
himself, for his ancestors, for his history, or for his intellectual de-
velopment, a study of Vedic literature is indispensable.

India : what can it teach us. p. 72

Veda is the first book of Aryan nations.

The Vedas, p. 4, Lecture delivered on March 18635,
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The Sacred hymns of the Brahmanas together with the commentary
of Savunakarva edited by F. Max Muller. 1st Edition, Oct. 1849
Her Maost Excellent Majesty Bictoria Queen of Great Britain and
Ireland, Empress of India.

This earliest record of the Religious institutions of the Natives of
Indiais by Gracious permission dedicated by her Majesty's Faithful
subjects and devoted servants.

Pasupati Ananda Gajapati Raj & Frederich Max Muller.

Onford, Oct. 1849

B. Second Edition

Published under the patronage of His Highness the Maharajah of
Vijavanagara,

London, Henry Froude, Oxford, University Press, Warchouse,
Amen Corner. 1890

The princely and truly patriotic liberality of His Highness the Ma-
harajah of Vijaynagar has enabled me to take up once maore in the
evening of my life that work which has occupied me during my
youth and during my advancing vears.

Generous ofTer from one of the most enlightencd und distinguished
princes of India the Maharajah Vijaynagar,
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It gives me immense pleasure to present in the hands of vedic
scholars the eritical edition of the Asvalayana Samhita ( Asvs) of the
Rgveda published for the first ime. It ws in 1990 when | had gone to
Jodhpur to attend a seminar, organized by the Rajasthan Prachyavidya
Pratisthan (RPVP), Jodhpur, that to my great pleasure, it came to my
notice that some MSS of the Asus were at the Alwar branch of the
Pratishthan. | requested to Padmadhar Pathak, the then Director ofthe
RPVP, Jodhpurto make me available the photostat copies of the MSS
ofthe Asvs, deposited there. Due to his efforts [ could get the photostat
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In the 4th Adhyaya u!’ dth Astaka, after Varga 34 there is a

khila of 5 Shktas. known as Sri Stikta in the $3kald and sarmkhavan,
but is read as original in the Advaldyana.... The 64th Adhyaya of
sikald ends with varga 49, Samkhavana with varga 63 and this
Adhyaya ends with varga 64 in the Advaldyana.
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V-32

SAKHAS OF THE RGVEDA

Dr. A.D. Singh, Jodhpur

All India Oriental Conference, Jadavpur University,
Calcutta, Oct. 1969, Silver Jubilee year Vedic Section

Sakha is a Sanskrit word used to denote each of the
many recensions of Vedic texts. According to Patanjali, the
great commentator of Panini, the four vedas, with their ac-
cessory texts and secret knowlge assumed many forms each
differing from the others in several ways. Thus the
Yajurveda came to have one hundred one. the Samaveda
one thousand, the Rgveda twenty one and the Atharvaveda
only nine recensions.

Of all the vedas. the Rgveda is the earliest and the rich-
est. It has been widely studied and commented upon. The
number of Rgvedic recensions, though twenty one in the
time of Pataijali, seemed to have gone down to five only in
later times. Thus, the Caranavyiha mentions only five
§akhas of the Rgveda and names them as Asvalayana,
Samkhiyana, Sikala, Baskala and Mandikya. Of these.
only the Sakala Samhita of Rgveda is being studied by
modern scholars, as this is the only one available ever since
it was first published in 1849-73. Sikala indeed appears to
be the oldest recension, but there is no doubt that others
were also in existence.

In these recensions of the Rgveda the A§valayana and
Sarhkhayana were reported by Peterson to have existed in
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in the Alwar collection, Rajasthan, The same information
seems 1o have been repeated by Pt. Bhagavad Datta in his
book, entitled 'Vaidika Vanmaya Ka Itthasa' But nothing
definite about their contents and devices was ever known.
Recently Rajasthan Oriental Research Institure, Jodhpur
anounced that they are going to edit and publish these two
Sambhitas of the Rgveda with their pada texts,

The present essay is a modest and humble effort in this
direction. It intends to shed light on the peculiarities and
variations of these Sarmhitas from the Sakala.

The Sikala Sarihita has 1017 Suiktas as original and
accepts |1 Balakhilya Stktas as 'Khila'. It ends with 'samani
va akatir'. “FHEl 7 AEG: The Baskala contains 1025 stuktas
in it. Tt admits first seven of Bilakhilyas and one Sanjana
Sukta as original ones. It ends with tacchamyeoravinimahe',
‘T AR’ The Samkhayvana and A§valdyana end with the
‘Mahanamni' rks. These two samhitis are closer to each
other, but differ from the sakala. Some main characteristics
of these sarhhitds are as under :-

In samhita-texts, both are having frequent use of 'dvitva',
femr as 'dharudra, 99 varttanim, SHEF sarttave, Hdd
sarddabharih, T899 tatardda, T marddhanam ete. This
‘dvitva' is more in the Asvaldyana, as 9=f Sarmma, w099
VATTIITIE Vil, I;;ﬂfz: durmmadah, =T varccasad' ete. But these
sarhhitas are dropping letter = 'c’ regularly 1 place of ‘cch’,
=g as gachati, Te3fa acha 9 preha. There is a regular. Ab-
sence of avagraha' (s) in place of ‘37" after § and 3 The
Sarkhana has regular use of 'avagraha' (s) before vowels.
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These sarhhitas also differ in text reading as - fursen md:
9.9%%.9 = gaeg 9 milrasya garbhah= devasya bhargah,

In Pada-Patha, the Sakala has 'avagraha' (S). only one
way in separating the members of compounds, the
Agvalalyana has ‘avagraha (5) and figure 2 and the
ﬁﬁﬁ1khﬁyana has "avagraha' (s). figure 2 and the use of zero
{Q), three methods.

These Sarihitas also vary in number of mantras and in
their order, Some mantras have been accepted as 'pariSista’
in one sikha, but the same are admitted as original in other
§akhas. As for example-In the end of the 1st Mandala. there
i1s a 'pari§ista’ of 10 mantras, similar in the Sakala and
Sarhkhayana. but first four of these mantras have been ac-
cepted as original and 6 mantras have been omitted in the
Advalayana. In the 4th Adhyaya of 4th Astaka, after varga
34, there ia a 'Khila' of § siiktas. known as 'Sri-Stikta' in the
Sakala and Samkhayana, but are read as original in the
Asvalayana. In this Adhyaya, Sikala and Sarnkhiyana are
having 36 vargas and in the ASvaliyana number is 40.

The 64th Adhydya of Sakala ends with varga 49,
Samkhilyana with verga 63 and this Adhyaya ends with
varga 64 in the Advaliyana.

Thus. there occur many variations between these
§akhas, but it is remarkable that all sarhhiti-texts have com-
plete resemblance with their pada-texts. A critical and com-
parative study will reveal their real value and will reflect a
new glimpse on the History of Vedic Literature.
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Vol. xxv, No. 2, December 1975, pp. 111-15

Vedas with their accessory texts are many, differing
from each other in several ways. Thus Patanjali, the great
commentator of Panini has mentioned 21 branches of the
Regveda in his Vyakarana Mahabhasva. Acarya Durga in his
Nirukta-vrtti also has supported this view. But in the
Caranavyitha, Acirya Sunaka names only 5 §ikhis of this
Veda. OF these §akhas only the Sakala-Srihita is available
and is being studied by the modern scholars. This Samhita
is considered as the oldest recension ot the Rgveda which
was published by Max Maller in 1849-73 with the
commentory of Sdyana. Other 20 or 4 Sakhas of this veda
are practically untraceable and so have been presumed as
lost during the course of time and consequently are still un-
known to the vedic scholars. Therefore, all the commenta-
tors indigenous or foreign, old or modern have invariably
selected this Sakala recension of the Rgveda and so this
branch has been widely studied and commented upon.

The Sakala-Sarhhitd has two-fold divisions. viz,
(1) the Astakakrama and (i1) the Mandala-krama. According
to the first division there are § Astakas, 64 Adhyayas, 2006
Vargas, 10472 Mantras and 394221 Aksaras in this Sarhhbiti
whereas the later division consists of 100 Mandalas, 85
Anuviikas and 1017 Soktas. Apart from this there are 11
more Sitktas popularly known as 'Vilakhilyas' who occupy
their place in the 8th Mandala from stktas 49 to 59 or from
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Vargas 14 to 31 in the 4th Adhyaya of the 6th Astaka. In
these Vilakhilya-Suktas there are 80 Mantras, 3044
Aksaras divided into 18 Vargas. In this way including these
Vilakhilyas the number of Stktas becomes (1017+11)=
1028, of Vargas (2006+18)=2024 of Mantras (10472+80)=
10552 and of Aksaras (394221+3044)=397265. These fig-
ures bear correspondence to the Satavalekar and other edi-
tions and also recent ition of the Rgveda Published from
Varanasi in 1970 by Gangesvarananda. The most remark-
able point in this edition is that it mentions the name of the
Sakha as "Sakala-Sarhhita”, In the Anuvikianukramani of
Saunaka the number of mantras in this sarithita has been
oiven as 1058(). In this regard Mahidasa has given his justi-
fication in the Caranavyiitha-bhasya that some mantras are
‘Dripadas’ in counting but become 'Catuspadas’ in the
‘Parayana’. The Nitya-dvipada mantras are 17, Anityas are
14() and ekapadas are 6. Thus this calculation is highly justi-
fied, The Sakala-Samhiti concludes with the following
mantra of the Samjianasiikta :
ATt F TR WO g w4
WATAEI A1 HAT g7 F: gEerEtean X.191.4

The Baskala-Sambhita :

Though other branches of the Regveda have not been
procured so far, yet there is no doubt that others also had
been in existence as referred to by Pataiijali, Saunaka ete.
Of these the Baskala Samhitd is also not available at
present, but on the basis of some references occuring in
other texts and mainly on the basis of the Anuviakanu-
kramani and Caranavyiha some details regarding this
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Sarhita can be given : The Baskala-Sambhita in all contains
1025 siktas exceeding by § from the Sikala. In these addi-
tional 8 soktas, first 7 have been taken from the beginning
siktas of the Vilakhilyas and the Bth is an additional
Samjiana-sukta. These first 7 Valakhilyas have been in-
cluded in the 8th Mandala. increasing the number of soktas
upto (92+7)=99 as compared to 92 of the Sikala. The
Sarhitd adds one more stukta namely 'Samjiana’ in the end,
leading the number 192 in the 10th Mandala against 191 in
the Sakala. The Baskala-Samhita accepts these 8 suktas as
original and not 'Khila' as in the Sakala. The Sarhhita omits
last 4 siiktas of the Vilakhilya group. viz. : "prati te, yuvarh
deva, yam rivijo, imani vam' VI1 56-59; Astaka V1. Adhyaya
4, Vargas 27-31.
The Baskala-Sarihitd ends with the following mantra
of the additional Sammjnana sukta-
TEB AT FUHE T TAE T A |
b wfeeg W e
Hed FATg 99st 97 A7 3% fgue v ogmen X.192.15
In the Sikala the concluding Samjiina-sukia is con-
sisting of only 4 mantras whereas the Baskala after this adds
one more sikta of the same name comprising of 15 mantras.
This addisional Samjnanastkta bas been considered as
'Khila' in the Sakala but here it has been recognized as origi-
nal. In this Sarjidna-stikta there are 15 mantras divided
inte 4 vargas. Thus in the last Chapter of the Baskala. viz. in
the 64th Adhyaya there are 33 vargas exceeding by 4 from
the Sakala.
The first 7 Valakhilya soktas have 61 mantras and 13
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vargas, Thus in the Baskala-Samhita there should be 1025
siktag 2023 vargas and 10548 mantras, In this regard it 15
very remarkable that Mahidasa and others have given the
number of vargas as (2006+4)=2010 which appears totally
incorrect, These scholars have added only 4 vargas of the
additional Samjnana-sukta in 2006 vargas of the original
Sikala and have not counted 13 vargas of the 7
Vilakhilyas, imcluded in the Bth Mandala from suktas 49 to
55. Though Mahidasa has given the number of suktas as
1025 yet gives only 2010 of vargas. Therefore. the number
of suktas should be (1017+741)=1025, of vargas (2006+
13+4)=2023 and of mantras should be (10472+61+15)=
10548 1n the Baskals- Samhua,

The additional Saryjnana-Stkta of 15 mantras has
been accepted as the omriginal part in this samhiti. The
ASvalayana-Srauta-Satra, the KauSitaki-Grhyasitra, the
Caranavyuha-bhasya all have recognized this Samjiana-
stikta as the concluding sukta of the Baskala-Samhita.

Mahidasa (1556 A.D.). the commentator of the
Caranavyiha supports his view with the reference ol the
Anukramanika-vrtti. Throwing some light on the arrange-
ment of Siiktas, Mahidasa tells that in the Sakala-Samhita
anuvikas are generally having 10 siiktas while in the
Baskala they are consisting of 15 suktas, He also refers that
there are some differences in the order of mantras between
these two Sakhis,

Therefore, it can be concluded that the Sikala and the
Baskala Sarmhitds of the Rgveda. though have closer and
greater affinity between them, vet differ from each other in
several ways and thus justify themselves as two different
$akhas of the same veda.
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SHAKHAS OF THE RIGVEDA

Dr. A.D. Singh

Deptt. of Vedic Philosophy, B.H.U,, Varanasi

Bharti-Mandar,

International Research Journal,

Kanpur, 2000-01, pp. 140-146

Shakha 1s a Sanskrit word which 1s used to denote vari-

ous recensions of Vedic text. Vedas with their accessory

texts are many, differing from each other in several ways.

According to Patanjali, the great commentator of Panini,

the four Vedas with their accessaory texts and secret knowl-

edge assumed many forms. Thus the Yajurveda came to

have one hundred one branches, the Samaveda one thou-

sand, the Rigveda twentyone and the Atharvaveda had only

nine branches. 1. In these Vedas. the Rigveda is the earliest
and oldest literature in Indian culture.

It was embellished with 21 branches during the time of
Patanjali, Acharya Durga has also supported this view in his
Nirukta-Vritti. 2. Elsewhere also this number has been men-
tioned, 3. but later on at the time of Acharya Saunaka this
Veda remained to have only 5 branches. He has named them
as  Ashvalayana, Samkhayana, Shakala, Baskala and
Mandukayana in the Charanavyuha. 4. Of these Shakhas
also only the Shakala- Samhita 1s available at present and it
1% considered as the oldest recension of the Rigveda. It was
published by Max Muller in 1849-73 with the commentary
of Acharya Sayana. Other branches of this Veda are practi-
cally untraceable and so have been presumed as lost during



248 || TS TE-HREATH B HHEES S

the course of time and consequently are still unknown to the
Vedic scholars. 5. So all the commentators indigenous or
foreign, old or modern have selected this Shakala recen-
sion. So this branch has been widely studied and com-
mented upon.

The Shakala-Sambhita has two-fold divisions, viz (1)
the Astaka-Krama and (ii) the Mandala Krama. According
to the first division there are 8 Astakas, 64 Adhyayas, 2006
Vargas, 10472 Mantras and 394221 Aksaras in thig
Samhita, whereas the later division consists of 10
Mandalas. 85 Anuvakas and 1017 Suktas. 6. Apart from this
there are 11 more Suktas popularly known as Valakhilyas,
which occupy their place in the 8th Mandala from Suktas 49
to 59 or from Vargas 14 to 31 in the 4th Adhyaya of the 6th
Astaka. In these Valakhilya-Suktas there are 80 Mantras,
3044 Aksaras divided into 18 Vargas. In this way including
these Valakhiyas, the number of Sukias becomes (1017+
11)=1028, of Vargas (2006+18)=2024, of Mantras (10472+
80)=10552 and of Aksaras (394221)+2044)=397265.

These figures bear correspondence to the Satavalekara
and other editions and also the new edition published from
Varanasi in 1970 by Swami Gangesvarananda. The most re-
markable point in this edition is that it mentions the name of
the Shakha as Shakala-Samhita. In the Anuvakanukramani
of Shaunak the number of Mantras in this Samhita has been
given as lDSSﬂ& . In this regard Mahidasa has given his jus-
tification in the Charanavyuha-Bhasya that some Mantras
are Dvipadas in counting but become Chatuspadas in the
Parayana. The Nitya- Dvipada manras are 17, Anityas are
140 and Ekapadas are 6, Thus this calculation is higly justi-
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fied. The Shakala-Samhita concludes with the following
Mantra of the Samjnana-Sukta

Ut @ rgfa: ouTn gEaE w)
AR A wE "er @ gaerafan X 191-4

The Baskala-Sambhita has not been procured so far. on
the basis of the Anuvakanukramani, Charanavyuha and few
references occuring in other texts an attempt has been made
to throw some light on this Samhita. The Baskala-Sambhita in
all contains 10235 Suktas, exceeding by 8 from the Shakala
7. In these additional 8 Suktas first 7 have been taken tfrom
the beginning Suktas of the Valakhilyas and Bth is an addi-
tional Samjnana-Sukta. These first 7 Valkhilyvas have been
included in the 8th Mandala, increasing the number of
Suktas upto (92-7)=99 as compared to 92 of the Shakala.
The Samhita adds one more Sukta namely 'Samjnana’ in the
end. leading the number 192 in the 10th Mandala against
191 Suktas in the Shakala. The Baskala-Samhita accepts
these 8 Suktas as original, which are 'Khila' in the Shakala.
The Samhita omits last 4 Suktas of Valkhilya group viz 8.

"Prati te, Yuvam deva, Yamritvijo, imani vam'

VI 56-59, Astaka V9. Adhyaya 4, Vargas 27-31

The Baskala ends with the following Mantra of the ad-
ditional Samjnana Sukta :

AEBANT guitAg TH aFE MY a@uad|

et w@femey = @i

A fommg et 9f 1 3 fge of =rawei X-192-15

In the Shakala the concluding Samjnana Sukta is con-
sisting of only 4 mantras whereas the Baskala after this adds
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one more Sukta of the same name comprising of 15 Man-
tras. This additional Samjnana Sukta has been considered
as 'Khila' in the Shakala but here in the Baskala it has been
recognised as onginal. In this Sukta there are 15 mantras di-
vided into 4 Vargas. Thus in the last chapter of the Baskala,

Viz. in the 64th Adhyaya there are 53 Vargas exceeding by
4 {rom the Shakala. The first 7 Valkhilya-Suktas have 61
Mantras and 13 Vargas. Therefore in the Baskala-Samhita
there should be 1025 Suktas, 2023 Vagras and 10548, In
this regard it is very remarkble that the Mahidasa and other
have given the number of vargas as (2006+4)=20109 which
appears totally incorrect.

These scholars have added only 4 Vargas of the addi-
tional Samjnana Sukta in 2006 Vargas of the original
Shakala and have not counted 13 Vargas of the 7
Valakhilyas, included in the 8th Mandala from Suktas 49 to
55. Though Mahidasa has given the number of Suktas as
1025 yet gives only 2010 Vargas.

Therefore in the Baskala-Samhita the number of
Suktas should be (1017+7+1)=1025, of Varzas (2006+
13+4)=2023 and of Mantras should be (10472461+
15)=10548,

This additional Samjnana-Sukta of 15 Mantras has
been accepted as the original part in this Baskala Samhita.
The  Ashvalayana  Srautasutra 10,  the  Kaushitak
Grahyasutrall. the Charanavyuhal3 all have recognised
this Samjana-Sukta as the concluding Sukta of the Baklala-
Samhita. Mahidasa(1556 A.D.) the commentator of the
Charanavyuha supports this view with the reference of the
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Anukramanika Vritti 13, Throwing some light on the ar-
rangement of Suktas, Mahidasa tells that in the Sakala-
Samhita Anuvakas are generally having 10 Suktas while in
the Baskala they are consisting of 15 Suktas 14. He also
mentions that there are some differences between these two
Shakhas regarding the order of Mantras.

The Mandukayana-Sambhita is not available at present.
The other two Samhitas Ashvalayana and Samkhayana also
have been lost, 15 the view of scholars. But these two
branches are preserved in the Rajasthan Oriental Reserch
Institute Jodhpur.

Previously these were in Alwar Palace collection, the
personal library of His Highness Maharaja Sawai Vinay
Singh Ji and which were procured by him from
Ahmadnagar as a warbooty 15. These two branches have
been mentioned by Peterson and Pt. Bhagawaddatta but
these two scholars could not go through the manuscripts.
Thus the contents of these Shakhas are still remain in obseu-
rity 16. These two Sambhitas are accompanied with their
Padatexts.

Both texts are arranged according to the Astaka-
Krama and are available in eight parts. The Ashvalayana is
having two copies of Samhita and Pada-texts separalely
while the Samkhayana has only one copy of each text. All
these manuseripts have different copy-writers, bear differ-
ent times and places of writing, but there 1s complete resem-
blance between the Samhita text and Pada-txt and this very
fact also proves their authenticity 17. The oldest manuscript
among these is the Samhita-text of the 8th Astaka of the
Samkhayana as Vikrama era 1659,
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Pecularities of these Shakhas :
a- Samhita Patha :

i- There occurs frequent use of 'dvittvas' in both the
Shakhas as : Dharttara, Varttanim, Sarttave, Garddabham.

ii- These dvittyas are more in the Ashvalavana as
sharmma, Varmmeva, Durmmadah, Varccasa

iii- In the Ashvalayana somewhere there is use of "Y' in
place 'T" as

HEHAI=HHAT 12-3, 4.1-84-6 FAH=F715H 1.82.6 #FA=
HHAE 1-112-17

IV- The Samkhavana inserts Avagraha(s) regularly
before vowel as 7 A 5 57 &1 5 37 7 1.4.3; H 5 5TAY 1.1.4;
S 12.1

v- The Samkhayona presents Anukramani of Vargas
in the end of each Adhyaya and thus helps in knowing the
number of Vargas.

h. Pada-Patha :

There are very remarkable differences between these
Shakhas in Pada-Patha, while separating the two members
of compound. The Shakala is having only one method as the
use of Avagraha(s) the Ashvalayana has two as ase of
Avagraha and the figure2, while the Samkhayana is having
three methods for this purpese as the use of Avagraha(s),
the figure 2 and zero (0). Where the second member of the
compound 1s 'Iva’, there the Samkhayana uses Avagraha,
where the first member ends in Visarga () there it uses fig-
ure 2 and where both the members of the compound are
separate, having no euphoric change, there it uses zero (0)
as
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i T 5 59 1.1.9; 39 5 39 1.3.8; Y9 559 1.4.1

il Q2 1010 T A 1.5 wEafEE 2.2 P 1.2
iii. 70 "WEE 1.1.1; BF0 BE 1.1.3; o 4 1.71.4; FH0 F: 1.1.5
1-C- The number & order of Mantras

There is much difference in the number of Mantras and
also sometimes 1n their order. Some mantras, which have
been accepted as 'Khila' in one Shakha, the same have been
admitted as original in other Shakhas. In the 4th Adhyaya of
4th Astaka, after Varga34, there is a 'Khila' of 5 Suktas,
known as 'Sri-Sukta’ in the Shakala and the Samkhayana,
but these are read as original in the Ashvalayvana. In this
Adhyaya, the Shakala and Samkhayana are having 36
Vargas while in the Ashvalayana the number of Vargas is
40. In these Ashvalavana and Samkhayana after the
Samjnana-Sukta there are 7 Vargas more than the Shakala.
These two conclude with @@ T8d F018 Mantra. Both these
Samhitas have Mahanamni Riks., not agailable in the
Shakala and Baskala. These Riks are found in the Aitareva
Brahmanal® XXIL 2. As the Brahmana contains these Riks,
so these must be in its Samhita, the Rigveda. The
Ashvalayana Srautasutra also describes its use, application.
Due to unavailability of these Mahanamni Riks in the
shakala-Samhita, Acharya Sayana calls them as #HT07-
Ia4t 19 and also tells a legend and justifies their nomina-
tion 20, Indra attained divine glory and greatness by the ap-
plication of these mantras, so these are called "Mahanamni’.
The concluding 64th chapter of the Samkhayana-Sambhita
ends with Varga 63 and the Ashvalayana ends with Varga
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64. Therefore there occur many variations between these
Shakhas, but it 1s remarkable that all Samhita texts have
complete resemblance with their Pada-texts.

Therefore. it can be concluded that these Samhitas of
the Rigveda, though have closer and greater affinity be-
tween them, yet differ from each other in several ways and
thus justify themselves as different Shakhas of the same
veda. A eritical and comparative study will reveal their real
value and will reflect a new glimpse on the history of Vedic
literature.
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